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Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Jorden Schiff 

It is hard to believe the school year is well 
underway as we’ve entered the second marking 
period. The month of September was filled with 
activities including Back-to-School Nights in every 
school. These nights give parents and teachers 
an opportunity to put a face to a name and start 
the year focused on the academic success of 
each child. Parent/Teacher conferences are 
scheduled for this week and next. 
 
In the month of October, the Fall athletic season 
and Hillsborough Raider Marching band activities 
got into full swing. The Hillsborough Raider 
Marching Band hosted their 23rd Annual 
Hillsborough Marching Band Festival on October 
15 at the Hillsborough High School Noonan Field. 
Congratulations and thank you to parents and 
staff for the countless hours of volunteering and 
commitment that make this such an outstanding 
event.   

All of our schools participated in Red Ribbon 
Week from October 23 - 31. The National Red 
Ribbon Campaign encourages the community to 
participate in drug prevention education activities 
and to pledge, “You Only Live Once. Be Drug 
Free”. The Red Ribbon Proclamation was read 
by Board President Thomas Kinst at the October 
24 Board of Education meeting to kick off the 
activities taking place in our schools.   
 
The start of the school year is a good time to 
remind all stakeholders how Hillsborough 
Township Board of Education meeting agendas 
and meeting minutes can be accessed by the 
public.   Agendas can be viewed from the district 
website by 6:00 p.m. on the Friday before a 
scheduled Board of Education meeting.  This is a 
useful way to follow the activities of the board if 
you are not able to attend the meetings. 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes 

Parent-Teacher Conferences: How to Make the 
Most of Your Time Together . . . 
 
(Excerpts adapted from the National School Public Relations 
Association) 

 
One of the most important stakeholder groups for 
any school district, with the exception of its 
students, is its parents.  As parents, you have an 
everyday interest in what occurs at the school 
your child attends. One of the most important 
communication opportunities in our schools 
includes parent-teacher conferences. While it is 
important for each teacher to provide the 
information that parents want and need, it is just 
as important for the teacher to learn about your 
child during this conference time. We will be 
approximately ten to twelve weeks into the school 
year by the time parent-teacher conferences take 
place. Perhaps taking some time to think about 

the following questions in order to provide 
efficient and thoughtful feedback to the teacher 
about your child will assist both you and the 
teacher in getting the most from the conference. 
 
Before the conference ask yourself: 
 Have I decided on specific questions to ask 

the teacher? For example, is our child doing 
as well as s/he ought to be doing in reading 
at this point in the school year? Why are 
certain procedures followed in the 
classroom? 

 Am I prepared to answer questions that 
might be asked by the teacher pertaining to 
my child’s hobbies and interests, special 
health problems, provisions for study at 
home? 

 Have I expressed interest in the conference 
with my child? Have I noted an especially 

(Continued on page 11) 



Eager anticipation were the words for 
the start of the school year for 
Amsterdam School’s third and fourth 
grade students. They were counting the 
days until the new technology initiative 
was put into place. Finally, each 
student was given their very own 
Chromebook to operate during the 
school day. The look of the classroom 
has changed and the students are 
handling this new responsibility with 
maturity and wisdom!  

 
Another sensational event took place in 
the early months of school. The 
revitalized outdoor classroom was open 
for business! It now has a new 
landscaped design with new tables and 
umbrellas. Whimsical flowers and an 
outdoor chalkboard made by Mr. 
Rosenthal’s high school students Sami, 
Cara, and Shannon completed the 
design. Many thanks to all who helped 
create this phenomenal learning place 
for children! A special thanks to ASHA 
and the VanCleef family for supporting 
this project.  
 
It is a good thing there were 31 days in 
October because it was a tangled web 
of enriching activities for our students 

and families. The Week of Respect 
took place from October 3-7. During 
this week, students participated in 
activities which focused on R-E-S-P-
E-C-T for others and anti-bullying 
strategies. Our goal was to reinforce 
the anti-bullying message!   

 
To celebrate Fire Safety Month, the 
primary grades had an opportunity 
to visit with the Woods Road Fire 
Company. The big red fire truck is 
always a hit with our young 
students! The firemen delivered a 
s t rong message about  f i re 
prevention and gifted our students 
with coloring books and crayons. 
 
Our families celebrated our annual 
Halloween family night, Halloween 

Howl. It was a ghostly event 
complete with trunk or treating, 
games, DJ and lots of family fun. 
This was followed by our annual 
Halloween parade and parties 
which took place on October 31!  
 
Ams te rdam Schoo l  a l so 
celebrated Red Ribbon Week! 
The theme for this year is YOLO 
Be Drug Free (You Only Live 
Once). Students participated in 
activities to encourage healthy 
living and held a can food drive 
for SHIP. 
 
 

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady, Principal 
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Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal 

hunt. Mrs. Drill and Mrs. Thompson hid 
pictures of people, places, and things 
around the classroom. The students then 
had to work in pairs to search for these 
nouns and sort them into the correct 
category of a person, place, or thing. It 
was a fun and memorable learning 
experience that got this great group of 
students up and moving! 
 
October was a BOO-TIFUL month in 1st 
grade, where the students had a Monster 
Mash! They read many stories, talked 
about things that scared them, and 
developed ways to use their courage and 
inner strength to conquer fears. They 
wrote narrative stories, too. During the 
Monster Mash students rotated and 
participated in activities across the 
curriculum including: Monster Math, 
Literacy, and movement. They all had a 
SPOOK-TACULAR time! 
 
The 2nd grade teachers are so proud of 
their students! They have been working 
hard to build their reading stamina 
through daily practice. The students are 
picking great books and using their 
tablets to read on Bookshelf and RAZ 
Kids. They are close to reaching their 
October goal of reading for 25 
uninterrupted minutes. The teachers 
appreciate your continued support by 
signing your child’s reading log on a daily 
basis. 
 
Third graders have been hard at work 
writing personal narratives, and sharing 
stories about summer and new things 
happening in 3rd grade. Students are 
reviewing what interesting beginnings 
sound like and how to add more detail. 
While doing all this, they are expanding 
their vocabulary using spicy adjectives 
and awesome adverbs. This is all part of 
memory scrapbook writing that will be 
done each week during the school year. 
 
The 4th grade students have been busy 
learning about growth mindset vs. fixed 
mindset. They completed various 

The first months of school have gotten our 
HES Stars off and running on another great 
year of learning! 
 
Mrs. Sarnelle’s class has been busy getting 
into the routine of school. They have been 
practicing counting by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s. The 
students are practicing using tally marks and 
working on their spelling and reading skills.  
They recently enjoyed painting pumpkins in 
the spirit of autumn. Mrs. Sarnelle’s class is 
looking forward to participating in the Fun 
Run. 
 
In T.P., students are learning how to measure 
and learn what standard measurement is. 
Measurement is an important skill for daily 
life, and it is seen throughout both the math 
and science. The T.P. students are practicing 
measuring classroom objects with both 
standard and nonstandard instruments. They 
are recording their data. So far, they are 
loving every minute of this important life skill! 
 
In kindergarten, our excited students have 
been learning new letters and sight words, as 
well as building their number and math skills. 
It is an exciting time to work with these eager 
learners as they discover the things of which 
they are capable! Keep up the great practice 
at home! 

 
Mrs. Drill and 
M r s . 
Thompson’s 
1st and 2nd 
graders have 
been busy 
i m p r o v i n g 
their writing 
skills. The 
c h i l d r e n 
spent the 
month of 
S e p t e m b e r 

and early October learning about what makes 
up a good sentence. The children were 
taught about nouns and verbs, and how to 
put those two entities together to create 
powerful sentences. As part of a weekly unit 
on nouns, the children participated in a noun 

a c t i v i t i e s 
that taught 
s t u d e n t s 
how to use 
p o s i t i v e 
t h o u g h t s 
and actions 
to change 
their thinking 
f o r  t h e 
b e t t e r . 
Students engaged in team building 
activities such as building the tallest 
tower, creating a pom-pom launcher, 
and a growth mindset board game. 
Videos were shown, and students 
completed an exercise to determine 
what side of the brain they used most. 
It was a fun-filled week of activities 
geared toward changing their thinking 
for the better. All the 4th grades have 
a growth mindset bulletin board 
posted in their rooms as a reminder to 
always focus on the positive side of 
things.  

 
Thank you to our Safety Patrol who 
collected food donations for SHIP. 
These leaders helped all of HES 
recognize the value of helping others. 
 
On September 30, HES kicked off the 
Week of Respect with a "Wear the 
Cape of Kindness" assembly. 
Students learned about positive 
strategies for being a hero and 
standing up to bullying. Each 
classroom received a cape to remind 
everyone that it is cool to be kind. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal 

with Mr. Dlugacz & Mrs. Damiano for 
enrichment lessons.   
 
The first lesson the students 
experienced was performance art—
music set the tone and inspiration for a 
piece of art. The art was done in the 
style of Jackson Pollack and the music 
was Beethoven’s 5th Symphony. The 
process and the product was a new 
experience for all involved.   
 

‘What I need! What I need! What I need!’.  
This chant came from the Sunnymead 
student body, led by Dr. Jenkins, at a 
schoolwide assembly. She was getting 
everyone pumped up for a new program 
in which every student in the school gets 
specified small group instruction based on 
what they need, whether it be reading, 
writing or math skills. All teachers in the 
school lead the small groups. A group of 
4th grade students who have met the 
current goals in language arts, spent time 

Wear the Cape! 
On October 6, 2016, 
Sunnymead students 
were treated to a special 
assembly  brought to 
them by the school 
counselor and the Home 
and School Association 
to celebrate the Week of 
Respect. The assembly 
was titled “Wear the 
Cape” and it focused on 
teaching children how 
they can be superheroes 
every single day by 
showing respect, being 
kind, and being a good 
friend to others. The 
assembly was fun, 
i n t e r a c t i v e ,  a n d 
informative and the 
children left feeling 
empowered to be a 

superhero in many different ways. 
Feel free to ask Sunnymead students 
how they can be heroes to others and 
show respect and kindness. They 
came up with terrific examples and 
were so excited to share with the 
group ways they can be superheroes. 
They ALL have the power to be Cape 
Kids! 
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Triangle Elementary School—Mrs. Lisa Heisel, Principal 

The school year at Triangle School got 
off to a great start in September with 
several fun activities. As always, 
Stripes met students on the first day of 
school at the bus! 

 
The month of October was an 
exciting one at Triangle School! 
Sports Day and Triangle Colors 
Spirit Days were held, we had our 
first Drop Everything and Dance, 
and ended the month with our 
annual Halloween Parade.  
 
November proves to be even 
more exciting, beginning with our 
Annual Veterans Day Celebration 
held on November 9. Be sure to 
check the Triangle School 
website, Twitter and Facebook 

for updated pictures of all school 
events. 
 
T r i a n g l e  S c h o o l . . . . .  I t ’ s 
GRRRREAT!!!! 
 



 

The 2016-2017 school 
year is well under way 
at Woodfern School. It 
was wonderful to 
welcome all of our new 
a n d  r e t u r n i n g 
Roadrunners to a brand 
new school year! As 
always, our goal is to 
educate all of our 
students and help them 
develop academically, 
s o c i a l l y ,  a n d 
emotionally. 
 
In keeping with the idea 
of educating the whole 
child, Woodfern had the 
opportunity to bring a 
fantastic presentation to 
o u r  s t u d e n t s . 
On September 30, we 
kicked off the Week of 
Respect with a "Wear 
the Cape of Kindness 

Assembly”. Students learned about 
positive strategies for being a hero and 
standing up to bullying. Each 
classroom received a cape to remind 
students that it is cool to be kind. 
There is a bulletin board in the 
cafeteria with the names of each 
student who has promised to wear the 
cape of kindness throughout the year! 
All of this was organized by Mrs. Ellen 
Stem, our school counselor. We would 
also like to thank our Home and 
School Association for helping to bring 
this wonderful assembly to our school. 
 
As we turned the calendar to 
October, we had the chance to focus 
on safety. Woodfern kindergarten 
and 1st grade students were visited 
by the Hillsborough Fire Department 
on Thursday, October 13. This 
program was planned as part of 

O c t o be r ' s  f oc us  on  f i re 
safety. The students learned 
about fire safety, fire prevention, 
and what to do if they are ever in 
a building that is on fire. 
 
As you can see, there are many 
fantastic things happening at 
Woodfern in addition to the 
amazing classroom lessons and 
activities. Go Roadrunners! 

Woodfern Elementary School—Mr. Steven Kerrigan, Principal 
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Woods Road School—Ms. Jodi Howe, Principal 

Happy Anniversary Woods Road School!  
That is how Woods Road School started 
the 2016-2017 school year. Students 
celebrated the start of the school year with 
posters showing what makes WRS great.  
This carried over into our Halloween staff 
theme. We were fortunate to have sunny, 
fall weather for our annual Halloween 
parade on October 31. This year, Woods 
Road held its annual parade in the 
morning which was well received by our 
parents. Everyone had a great time 
seeing all of the wonderful costumes as 
the students paraded outside. Afterwards, 
students participated in making Halloween 
themed crafts and playing games. 
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October was also Fire Safety Month. 
The students had an opportunity to 
visit with the Woods Road Volunteer 
Fire Companies #2 and #3 to learn 
about fire safety and fire prevention. 
They learned that fires can be a scary 
thing, but that they should never be 
afraid of the fire fighters who come to 
the rescue. The students loved seeing 
the real fire trucks and learning all 
about the equipment they use to fight 
fires. They especially liked it  when Ms. 
Howe bravely climbed the ladder on 
the fire truck!  
 
Once again, Woods Road had its 
annual Scholastic Book Fair in 
October. The WRS library was 
transformed into an inviting bookstore. 
All students had the opportunity to 
shop for books or make a wish list. 
The book fair was also open for two  
evenings so parents could shop for 
books. We were lucky to have many 
wonderful parent volunteers who 
assisted with the book fair!  
 
November’s election provided WRS 
with a special opportunity to learn 
more about the electoral process. 
Hillsborough High School juniors and 
s e n i o r s  f r o m  M s .  B r o g a n ' s 
Government and Politics class visited 
Ms. Finnegan's 3rd graders at Woods 
Road School to engage the 3rd 
graders in activities related 
to the presidential election. 
The high school students 
shared what they would do 
if they became president. 
They also highlighted what 
r ights we have as 
Americans, as well as other 
t o p i c s  a b o u t  o u r 
government. The smiles on 
everyone's faces showed 
how much everyone 
enjoyed learning together! 

Ms. Finnegan then set into motion a 
voting opportunity for all WRS 
students. Through the use of two Dr. 
Seuss books, the students were able 
to vote for what they felt was 
important. The books helped to 
highlight the importance of education 
as well as bring awareness to world 
hunger. On November 7, 2016, the 
students visited the cafeteria and 
entered a special voting booth 
created by  the  HHS National Honors 
Society students. Inside they marked 
their ballot and cast their vote for 
hunger or education. On November 
9, the results were announced during 
a school-wide assembly. At WRS, 
world hunger won with 362 votes and 
education had 76 votes.  
 
During the following week, a food 
drive was established. All food 
collected will be donated to the 
Hillsborough Food Bank. This 
allowed the students to see that 
voting is important and that they can 
make a difference in the world!  
 
It has been an exciting few months at 
Woods Road School and we look 
forward to more special events.  



Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal 

  

Week of Respect & School Safety 
Week 
During the Week of Respect (October 
4 – 7), ARIS was pleased to have 
performers from The George Street 
Playhouse (New Brunswick, NJ) visit 
for two assemblies.  On Tuesday, 
October 4 the entire 6th grade was 
treated to an assembly titled “Austin 
the Unstoppable” and on Friday, 
October 7, 5th grade students 
attended an assembly titled “New 
Kid.” The assemblies discussed the 
themes such as:  conflict resolution, 
making good choices, and standing 
up for what is right.  Thank you to the 
Auten Road Home and School 
Association for making these 
performances possible!   
 
 
School Safety Week 
In honor of School Safety Week 
(October 17-21), during their 
extended homeroom meetings (on 
Fridays) in October, students 
discussed and learned about how to 
be safe in school, home, on the bus, 
and online.  As a culminating project, 
all students design a personalized 
“brick” with a drawing or statement 
that promoted our theme this year: 
“Building a Safer School One Brick at 
a Time.”   On Thursday, October 27, 
first responders (Police, Fire, EMT) 
from the township came out to meet 
with students during lunches to talk 
about their job of keeping everyone 
safe.  Thank you to ALL of the first 
responders in Hillsborough for your 
service to keep us safe each and 
every day! 
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Hillsborough Middle School—Dr. Joseph Trybulski, Principal 

Hillsborough Happenings 

Neuberger, Rayan Patel, Niyati 
Ramanathan, Janush Shah, Rushil 
Sharan, and Heather Suraci. 
 
Book Fair 
The Scholastic Book Fair recently visited 
HMS during the week of October 4. 
Thanks to the work of Tracie Waller 
along with a cadre of volunteers from the 
HMS Home & School Association, the 
Book Fair connected students with 
hundreds of popular titles and great 
books while raising over $2,000 in 
donations (cash and Scholastic Dollars) 
for HMS.    
   
8th Grade Assembly 
HMS welcomed back Dr. Michael Fowlin 
to address the 8th grade class with his 
inspirational talk “You Don’t Know Me, ‘til 
You Know Me.” Fowlin’s presentation is 
a blend of characterizations, stories, and 
interactive dialogue with the audience 

that brings students to a deeper 
awareness of the many facets of all 
individuals and to help us see past 
the masks we sometimes present. 
After the assembly, students 
flocked around Dr. Fowlin to share 
their experiences and appreciation 
and to join in the celebration of the 
diversity in our community as well 
as the unity we share as people 
and as a school.  
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HMS Student Council 
Dr. Trybulski recently congratulated Wasif 
Sami as the newly elected president of the 
HMS Student Council. Along with Wasif 
the following officers were also elected to 
the governing board for 2016-17: Vice 
President Rohan Deb, Treasurer/
Fundraising Chair Cole Monte, and 
Secretary Dimitri Ramirez. The Student 
Council works with the school 
administration to develop school policies 
and social events that support student life 
at HMS. All of the candidates for office 
spoke to the issues facing the school and 
their vision for improvement before 
assemblies of the entire student body. 
The members of the HMS Student Council 
who ran for the governing board positions 
included: Neev Agarwal, Soumil Girdhar, 
Adam Gottlieb, Varun Kandula, Evan 
Karolewski, Dhruv Kharod, Shivant 
Krishnan, Hari Kumar, Mishelle Manoim, 
Divya Mudur, Ishwari Nagnur, Aidan 



To the Members of the HHS Family and 
Hillsborough Community: 
 
On October 24, a fire occurred on Farm 
Road, after which three fatalities were 
reported. On October 28, we received 
confirmation that one of those lost was 
HHS freshman Aardra Nair, and the 
other two fatalities were her parents. 
After informing the student body, the 
school offered counseling that afternoon 
and after school, and we continue to 
have counselors available as students 
deal with this loss. On behalf of the 
Hillsborough High School community, I 
offer my sincerest condolences to all 
those affected by these deaths and to 
those families who were displaced by 
this tragic fire. 
 
Sincerely, 
Principal Karen A. Bingert 
 

++++++ 
Congratulations to our PSAT/NMSQT 
Merit Scholarship semi-finalists, who 
are now eligible to continue in the 
National Merit Scholarship Competition:  
Kaitlin Ciurleo, Rebecca Dell Croce, 
Tharun Karipireddy, Joyce Lu, Anand 
Patel, and Emily Simroth. We also 
celebrate the accomplishments of our 
Commended Students, who placed 
among the top five percent of students 
who entered the 2017 competition:  
Tyler Baum, In Sung Choi, Sompurna 
Choudhury, Meghan Crowley, Emily 
Duque, Karan Gaikwad, Ajay Gandhi, 
Aayush Goradia, Kelly Jiang, Tanvi 
Kataria, Anushka Khanna, Eric 
Kohlenstein, Alec Lee, Matthew Lee, 
Chitra Parikh, Matthew Sanders, Daniel 
Shapiro, Ankita Sibal, Lauren Tran, 
Madeline Vailhe, Berton Wang, Tara 
Wattal, and Taylor Wyatt. 
 

Mrs. Faith Wight and Mr. Michael 
Bober, art teachers, had their own 
work selected as part of the “Practice 
What We Teach: Teaching Artists” 
show, curated by former HHS art 
teacher Jennifer Braverman. Retired 
HHS art teacher, Mrs. Leokadia 
Stanik, also had work on display. The 
show ran from August 13 - September 
25 in Merchantville, NJ. 
 
Congratulations to the new class 
officers for the freshmen, the Class of 
2020! President Varun Deb, Vice 
President Ty Kang, Secretary Payton 
Altman, and Treasurer Jeffrey Jiang 
have been elected by their class to 
lead them through the first of four 
wonderful years at HHS! 
 
This past June, students from Mrs. 
Carmel Meyer’s AP Chemistry 
c l a s s e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n 
“Chemagination,” a competition 
sponsored by the American Chemical 
Society. Fostering scientific teamwork, 
the students first brainstormed how an 
innovation in chemistry might impact 
lives 25 years in the future. Each team 
then submitted a feature article along 
with a cover design appropriate for 
publication in ChemMatters, a high 
school science magazine. The articles 
were evaluated by several doctorate-
level judges. The second phase of the 
competition was a poster presentation 
in which the students defended the 
underlying science of the innovation as 
they were interviewed by multiple 
judges.  
  
Winners of the Fourteenth Annual 
C h e m a g i n a t i o n  C o m p e t i t i o n , 
sponsored by the Princeton and 
Trenton Sections of the ACS: 

Medicine/Health: 1st Place: “The 
Tipsie Cup” by Rhea Dutta and Tara 
Wattal  

N e w  M a t e r i a l s : 
1st Place: “Superconductor of the 
Future: Stanene” by Eshaan Soman, 
Rahul Patel, and Lokraj Srinivasan  
Winners at the Middle Atlantic 
Regional Competition of the ACS in 
Riverdale, NY: 

 
New Materials:  2nd Place: "Spider 
Silk: The Fiber of the Future" by 
Gau tam Ka l l u r i  and  Tha run 
Karipireddy  
 
Environment: 1st Place: “Quitting the 
Plastic Habit” by Joyce Lu 
 
Senior AP French students have 
begun a correspondence with students 
who are in their final year of studies at 
a French lycée outside of Paris. This 
connection was made between former 
HHS student Alexa Wybraniec, 

(Continued on page 12) 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal 

Hillsborough Happenings Page 10 Hillsborough Happenings 



Page 11 Hillsborough Happenings 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes (continued) 

good experience or area of concern 
my child has had in school to relate to 
the teacher? 

 
After the conference: 
 Make note of the important points of 

the conference. 
 Share the results of the conference 

with your child (as you feel 
appropriate). 

 Design an action plan together 
that may promote improved 
academic growth for your child. 

 Feel free to arrange additional 
conferences with the teacher. 

 
Please remember that while every 
child is important, the teacher must 
meet with the parents of each student 
under his/her charge in a very short 
timeframe. Therefore, please be 

respectful of the timeframe for your 
scheduled conference. Typically, if 
one conference runs over time, the 
entire schedule is delayed, thereby 
causing anxiety and frustration for 
other parents, as well as the teacher. 
As stated above, if you believe 
additional time is necessary, please 
fee l  f ree  to  make another 
appointment with the teacher at a 
later date.  

Life Skills — Mrs. Minda Maggio, Life Skills Coordinator 

14. There was also a presentation 
by the Partnership for a Drug Free 
NJ given at the Middle School to 
empower parents to listen and 
communicate effectively with their 
children in order to prevent 
substance abuse.   
 
There is still an opportunity to 
submit a poster for the Poster 
Contest. The deadline has been 
extended to November 30 for 
anyone who would like to submit 
a poster! Click here for more 
details. 
 
As part of Red Ribbon Week, the 
district hosted the annual “I Can, 
You Can, We Can Be Drug Free” 
canned food drive. The district 
collected over 100 bags of 
canned food and personal items! 
These items were donated to The 

Samaritan Homeless Interim 
Program (SHIP) in Somerville. 
SHIP serves all of Somerset 
County with programs and 
services to address the needs of 
the people in the area. These 
services include emergency 
interim housing, meals and 
counseling services. SHIP was 
grateful for the generosity of so 
many Hillsborough families.  
 
“On behalf of those you helped, 
please accept our gratitude and 
appreciation. Be at peace, and 
know that you have touched the 
hearts and souls of these people,” 
said Tom O’Leary, Executive 
Director of SHIP. 
 
Thanks to everyone involved for 
another successful Red Ribbon 
Week! 

Red Ribbon Week was celebrated in 
the school district and the community 
throughout the month of October. The 
Red Ribbon Campaign was started 
when drug traffickers in Mexico City 
murdered DEA Agent Kiki Camarena 
in 1985. This began the continuing 
nationwide tradition of displaying red 
ribbons as a symbol of intolerance 
towards the use of drugs. This year’s 
theme was “YOU ONLY LIVE ONCE.  
BE DRUG FREE!” 
 
Hillsborough has celebrated Red 
Ribbon Week for over 20 years! 
Various activities within the school 
district and the community are held to 
celebrate the important week. This 
year’s activities included a Township 
Proclamation, a Board of Education 
Proclamation and a ceremony at the 
Varsity football game held on October 

Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal (continued) 

There is a bulletin 
boa rd  i n  t he 
cafeteria with the 
names of each 
student who has 
promised to wear the 
Cape of Kindness 
throughout the rest 
of the year at HES! 

 
At the annual book fair, the library was 
transformed into a bookstore, and 
students were eager to shop for books 
dur ing the school day and 
at Family Night. The profits will be used 
to purchase library books, books for the 
c l a s s r o o m s ,  a n d  m a g a z i n e 
subscriptions. We were lucky to have so 

many wonderful parent volunteers who 
assisted with the book fair! A special 
recognition goes to HSA members 
Danni Olney and Erika Marini for 
serving as the co-chairs for the Book 
Fair.  

http://www.htps.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_791028/File/Hillsborough%20Township%20Public%20School/CURRICULUM%20&%20INSTRUCTION/Life%20Skills/Red%20Ribbon%20Month/2016%20RR%20Poster%20Contest%20%2011-30-16.pdf
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Looking Ahead on the District Calendar 
Nov. 18—Half Day Gr. K-6 only—Conferences 
Nov. 18-19—HHS Fall Play 
Nov. 21—Half Day—Gr. K-12 Conferences 
Nov. 22—Half Day—Gr. K-12 Conferences 
Nov. 23—Half Day—All Students and Staff 
Nov. 24-25—Schools Closed 
Nov. 28—BOE Meeting 
 

 

Please visit the district’s website, www.htps.us, for additional events and details.  

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal (continued) 

presented their designs, printed in 
color and matted, to assorted school 
administrators. One creation, by junior 
Julian Cervantes, is pictured and was 
presented to the principal, Ms. Bingert. 
 
Juniors and seniors from Ms. Brogan's 
Government and Politics class visited 
Ms. Finnegan's third graders at Woods 
Road School to engage in activities 
related to the presidential election. The 
two groups of students discussed what 
they would do if they became 
president and what rights we have as 
Americans, among other topics. The 
teachers set these plans into motion 
when they participated in a district-
wide committee on best practices to 
teach the 2016 election. High school 
s tuden ts  who p repa red  and 
implemented activities were: James 
Brozas, Erin Buckman, Teresa Geloso, 
Matthew Hendrix, Zachary Kreiswirth, 

Ian Pellicane, Nicholas Pezza, 
Victoria Rivera, Dakota Seidel, 
Courtney Skikus, Evan Strawderman, 
and Trevor Tomczak. The smiles on 
everyone's faces showed how much 
everyone enjoyed learning together! 
 
Thank you again to everyone for your 
understanding and patience as we 
have dealt with the mold issue at the 
high school this year. Your support 
and trust have been overwhelming, 
and we have striven to keep you as 
informed as possible, given the very 
s low nature of  test ing and 
remediation processes. We will 
continue to keep you informed of any 
other developments and sincerely 
appreciate your understanding that 
we would never put our students or 
staff in harm’s way, which is why we 
have proceeded with the care and 
caution used since this problem was 
discovered. The situation is largely 
under control at this time, and we 
continue to take measures so that 
something similar does not happen 
again. Thank you again for trusting us 
to “do right” by the HHS Family. 

currently working as a teaching assistant 
in the French school, and AP French 
teacher Ellen Reiss. As the HHS students 
are currently studying differences 
between French and American school 
systems, it was the perfect opportunity for 
Madame Reiss's students to ask real 
questions of real French students. They 
eagerly await the responses! 

 
M r s .  B l a n c a 
Varela, Spanish 
teacher, and Mrs. 
Faith Wight, art 
t e a c h e r , 
completed an 
interdiscipl inary 
project with the 
students in Mrs. 
Varela’s Spanish 

for Spanish Speakers class in honor of 
D¡a de los Muertos. In addition to 
studying the holiday, the students created 
an ofrenda in their classroom and 
designed decorative skulls in keeping with 
this holiday of remembering and honoring 
deceased family members and, in the 
case of this class, famous people who 
had an impact on Hispanic cultures and 
countries. The graphic designs of the 
decorated skulls were created with the 
assistance of Mrs. Wight. Students also 

http://www.hillsborough.k12.nj.us/Page/67
https://twitter.com/#!/HillsboroughBOE
http://www.facebook.com/hillsboroughtownshippublicschools
http://www.youtube.com/user/hillsboroughschools

